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Defense Security Cooperation Agency Participates in the 
Tri-Service Security Cooperation Conference

By
Paul J. Ebner

Defense Security Cooperation Agency

 Security Cooperation professionals from around the world gathered at the 2009 Tri-Service 
Security Cooperation Conference, sponsored by the Air Force Security Assistance Center and held in 
Covington, Kentucky, November 3-4. “The conference’s theme, ‘Transforming the Enterprise to Meet 
the Needs of our Global Partners,’ is indicative of the security cooperation community’s commitment 
to its customers and the long lasting partnerships that result,” wrote Vice Admiral Jeffrey A. Wieringa, 
Director of the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA), in a welcome letter to attendees. 

 “The conference was designed to bring together security cooperation professionals at what I would 
call a practitioner level,” said Brigadier General Joseph A. Lanni, Commander, Air Force Security 
Assistance Center. The conference was extremely successful with panels discussing transportation, 
foreign disclosure training, and many other topics. 

 The exchange of ideas was another important part of the conference. “The questions we got back 
from the audience were tremendous and really showed me the vibrancy of this, and I really applaud 
DSCA for funding us up front so that we could go ahead and host this,” said Lanni. “It was a great 
chance to meet new friends in the armed services [from other government agencies and contracting]. 
It was a real melting pot.”     

 Those who attended seemed to agree with Lanni about it being a great chance to meet, according 
to Freda Lodge, Chief Performance Offi cer for DSCA. “I think this was a great opportunity.  All 
the participants from each of the military departments indicated that they loved getting together and 
having the opportunity to hear what is new in the area and network with other people about some 
of the issues in the community.  What I kept hearing during breaks was that they loved the fact that 
we are coming together and that the work they are doing is meaningful.  It is important, and people 
are paying attention to the hard work they are doing.  This was the second Tri-Service Security 
Cooperation Conference set up with the premise that all three services, as well as DSCA, should 
come together on a practitioner level to bring the folks together to discuss the issues for security 
cooperation.”

“We were asked by DSCA to host this year’s conference and bring all of the services, our international 
partners, and vendors together in a forum that would provide a way that they could get together and 
discuss issues, discuss best practices, and discuss topics that we are using to transform the enterprise 
for our international partners,” said Colonel Mona Vollmer, Director of Plans and Programs, Air 
Force Security Assistance Center.
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While preparing for the conference was a lot of work for her, it included some personal rewards. 
“There really have been several rewards I have had personally,” said Vollmer, “but I think the best 
one that I would say was the most signifi cant was to see the dialogue between all of the service 
members and international partners, to see them have the time to network and discuss the issues that 
were relevant to and very timely to each of them. They had some interaction within the conference, 
on breaks and in the evening activities. That was the best part to me, to see that true dialogue and 
networking.  That was one of the goals going into this conference; and to see that become successful 
and to see the fruits of that labor, that is the biggest reward I have had.”


