EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Defense Institute of Security Assistance Management
Mobile Education and Training Team
Visits the Netherlands
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Since the beginning of fiscal year 2002, the Defense Institute of Security Assistance
Management (DISAM) has sent thirteen mo“-*~ -’?.‘i
education teams (METS) to nhumerous countries ar gl
the world. On September 9, 2002 DISAM complete =
fourteenth MET in the Netherlands and conclude:
intense period of instruction on September 20, Z
Classes were conducted at the Koningshof Eurc
Training and Education Center in Veldhoven.
DISAM team consisted of Dr Craig Brandt, Lieuter
Colonel Rimpo, Mr. Tom Selden, Ms. Joanne Hawl
and John Clelan, and was assisted by Ms. Lisa Jof
from the Air Force Security Assistance Center (AFS,
The group conducted two simultaneous For
Purchaser Executive Courses followed by sep
tailored logistics and finance courses for the R
Netherlands Air Force (RNLAF). Ms. Patti Voc
(DISAM) accompanied the team and provided su
administrative support.

Colonel Jan Raats, Chief of the Acquisit
Department of the RNLAF opened the courses w
presentation stressing the importance of foreign mil
sales (FMS) to the Netherlands. He gave the Dutch
of the challenges of dealing through the FMS sy

pointing out how the different outlooks of the U.S. " =ionel Jan Raats. Chief of the
the Netherlands guide the actions of each countn Acquisition Depart,’nem of the
made it clear to the students that they should RNLAF, opened the class with a
knowledge gained from their attendance at the cours presentation on the dutch use of
apply their knowledge in their daily duties. the FMS system.

On September 11, at 0846 New York time, the senior officer in the class, Colonel Bert van
Slooten, RNLAF, offered moving remarks on the meaning of the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center, New York, to both the U.S. and the Netherlands. The hotel also displayed its own
recognition of this fateful date by lowering the American flag in front of the hotel to half mast.

125 The DISAM Journal, Fall 2002/Winter 2003



At the conclusion of an action packed first week, it was DISAM's pleasure to have the
Foreign Purchasers Executive Course graduation ceremony presided over by Ed Visser, Director
Control of the Royal Netherlands Air Force. Visser highlighted the changes taking place in the
Netherlands, especially in the finance arena. He emphasized the special nature of this MET and
the close relationship between the Dutch Air Force and DISAM in preparing the goals for the
tailored instruction in logistics and finance for the second week.

Week two proved to be just as successful as
week one. A pre-deployment meeting between
the Dutch and the DISAM team laid the
groundwork for the tailored courses of the
second week. The RNLAF requested detailed
information on FMS logistics and finance,
including a block of instruction on the many
financial systems in place in the Air Force and
DoD and how they interact to control and
account for expenditures of Dutch funds. Ms.
Lisa Johnson, from AFSAC, accompanied the
: DISAM team as a special guest lecturer to

~ discuss the complexities of the Air Force
: financial systems. Ms. Johnson proved to be a
Evelien Bos and suk Miu Lee at work on the valuable addition to the team; this was a win-
logistics exercise. win solution for AFSAC, DISAM, and most
importantly the students.

Our Dutch hosts kept the students busy by conducting special classes following DISAM'’s
instruction. Visser’s graduation remarks set the stage for the Dutch instruction, “FMS principals
are leading” but “we have our o\ jg ‘ —
laws and legislation” which have
be considered. Dutch instruct
presented the RNLAF perspect
on FMS stressing the importance
active management of each case

The tailored logistics ar
finance courses were on the mi
providing the detailed informatic
requested by the RNLAF. Exerci¢
tailored for the Dutch provide |
effective reinforcement for tt
material covered in class.

Air Commodore Gerard Meije
Commander, RNLAF Logistic
Center, Woensdrecht presided ¢ Adding up the scores to see who won the international
the graduation ceremonies for  kegeling match.
combined courses of the seci
week. Air Commodore Meijer
reiterated the need for proactive management of the Dutch FMS cases.

Not only was the MET successful in achieving the educational goals, but the team also had
many opportunities to interact with the students. Two social events and a kegeling match provided
relief from the intense instruction the students received while providing a measure of comic relief
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in our attempt to master the difficult art of kegeling. Special thanks go to Mr Wim Meijlink, Mr
Rob Choufoer and the rest of the Dutch working group. Their assistance and proactive
involvement guaranteed a successful Netherlands MET.
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